



January 2012

Dear MP
RE: EHRC LEGAL GRANTS
Cheshire, Halton & Warrington Race & Equality Centre is a local charity that exists to eliminate discrimination and promote equality of opportunity and good relations. Part of their services is a free discrimination casework service that supports individuals who have experienced any form of discrimination. However, this service is now under threat because of withdrawal of the legal grants programme being administered by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC).
The government has pushed through reforms to the EHRC which included removing its ability to give grants to locally based organisations to deliver legal casework. The grants programme ends in March 2012 and the organisation has been told that it will not receive funding after this date, no transitional arrangements have been put in place or alternative funding pots made available.
Locally the Race & Equality Centre advises almost 200 people a year with cases, helping them to seek justice for the discrimination they have suffered. The ending of this service in April would be devastating not only to the individuals that are currently in the middle of cases, but also to future individuals who would access the service and the organisation itself which relies on grant funds.
The Equality Act 2010 strengthens the law, and this government professes to support equality – yet this decision will impact significantly on people’s ability to secure professional advice and support to take their cases forward to remedy. I ask you for your support in this issue and that you raise questions about why this decision was made and whether the implications of it have been considered. A petition is available to sign at http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/27071 
Yours faithfully

